1964

9, Friendly Societies Aet Amendment.

6, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.
7, Supply Bill (No. 2), £2,200,000.

8, Transfer of Land Act Amendment

(No. 1).
9, Railway {Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe)
Diseontinuance.

10, Medieal Aet Amendment.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Bailding Operations and Building
Materials Contro]l Act Amendment,

2, Eastern Goldfields Transport Board.
Introduced by the Premier.

3, Imprisonment for Betting Abolition.
Introduced by Mr. Watts,

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gascoyne): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till 2
Pp.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 555 p.m.

Tegislutive Assembly.

Thursday, 14th November, 1946.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2 p.m.,

and read pravers,
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QUESTIONS,
EDUCATION.

As to School Holiday Camps.

Mr. SEWARD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Edueation:

1, Is it a fact that the Education Depart-
ment has arranged for the holding of school
holiday camps as part of the school eurri-
enlum?

2, If so, at what places are such camps
to be beld?

3, 1s it a fact that children attending such
camps will be charged £3 cach per week and
travelling expenses to and from the place
where the cump is held?

4, Is it a rule that children to a specified
number sttending such ecamps must be ae-
compabied by two of the mothers of such
children who have to do the work of the
camp?

5, 15 it a fact that these ladies are also
charged £3 per week while at the camp plus
travelling expenses to and from the camp?

6, What is the maximum number of (a)
children, (b} parents, attending such camps?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes. Details of the scheme will be given
in the Edueation Estimates.

2, Alhany Quarantine Station and Point
Peron.

3, No.

4, No,

5, No.

6, (a) 100 children; (h) no fixed number
of parents is invited.

POLICE,
Ag tn Strength of Force and Recruils.

Mr. MANN (without notice) asked the
Minisler representing the Minister for
Police:

1, Ts it a faet that, on Saturday, the 2nd
November, 1946, there was only obe con-
stable on street duty on the afternoon shift
in the city of Perth?

2, Is he aware that, when the police
school at present receiving instruction was
being taken on, only 27 men were available
although 30 were required to complete the
elass?

3, Is it a fact that the list of applicanis
was cxbansted when the last school was
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taken on and that serious trouble is being
experienced in obtaining suitable recruits and
is it considered that this is due to unsatis-
factory rates of pay and conditions and if
not to what is it due?

4, (a) Will he inform the House whether
-the Commissioner of Police has an auxiliary
forece on which he can call in an emergency;
(b) if the Commissioner has no such foree,
does it mean that police would have to work
exeessive hours to cope with any situation
that may arise?

5, Will he give the House some indica-
tion as to when the Government intends to
implement the recommendation contained in
the annual report of the Commissioner of
Police that the strength of the foree should
be considerably increascd ?

The PREMIER replied:
1, No.

2, Of 44 applicants, only 27 passed the
medical examination,

3, No.
4, (a) No; (b) this mzy he possible.
D, As soon as possible.

MALLET BARK.
As to Contracts and Prices.

Mr. SEWARD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Labour:

1, Is he aware that certain merchants
in Perth entered into contraets with farmers
for the purchase of mallet batk at £8 2s, 64,
per ton¢

2, That the price was £1 2s. 6d. above the
price ruling last year?

3, That such increased price was offered
without previous reference to the Deputy
Price Fixing Commissioner?

4, That when the matter was brought
under the notice of the Deputy Price Fixing
Commissioner he declined to permit the in-
crease of £1 2s, 6d, per ton?

5, That despite that faet such action
on the part of the Price Fixing Commis-
sioner was not taken until after many farm-
ers concerned had completed their eontracts,
and had agreed to pay, and in certain cases
had paid, an increased price for stripping
based on increased selling price?
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6, That notwithstanding their econtracts
these merchants are now repudiating them
and offering the farmer £7 per ton

7, Will he consult the Crown Law Depart-
ment with a view to taking such action as
will eompel these merchants to honour their
contracts?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Certain merchants in Perth did enter
into contracts with farmers to pay £8 2s. 6d.
per tog for mallet bark.

2, The price of £8 2s, 6d. was £1 2s. 6d.
above the average price ruling last year.

3, The price of £8 28, 6d. was offered
withont reference to the Deputy Prices Com-
missioner.

4, The Deputy Prices Cominissioner would
not permit the average increase of £1 2s. 6d.
pet ton.

5, Action to ensure that last year’s prices
were not exeeeded could not have been taken
by the Deputy Prices Commissioner until the
matter came under his notice.

6 (a) Any contract entered into between
the merchant and the stripper to pay higher
than the maximum price permitted consti-
tutes a breach of the National Seecurity
(Prices) Regulations, is therefore invalid and
legally unenforceable, (b) However, in view
of all the eireamstances, the Deputy Prices
Commissioner agreed that, where contracts
bad been entered into, no objection would be
taken to merchants honouring the terms of
the contract, provided any loss thus sustained
should be borne by them.

7, Bee answer to No. 6.

PRINTING OF PARLIAMENTARY
DOCUMENTS.

Az to Owercoming Power Difficulties.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER (without notice)
asked the Premier: Would it be possible for
typed copies of questions te be supplied to
members before the House meets as it ¢
impossible in some parts of the House to
hear what is said?

The PREMIER replied: The hon. mem-
ber may not have been present yesterday
when I explained the difficalties assocateld
with printing, and said that if memberys
wished their questions to be answered they
should be treated as questions withont notice.
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

As to Printing Parliamentary Docunients.

THE PREMIER (Hon F. J. 5. Wise—
Gaseoyne) : This morning I have been able
to overcome most of the difficulties associated
with the printing of Parliamentary docu-
ments and Bills, and possibly of “Hansard,”
in the very near future.

BILLS (2)—-FIRST READING.

1, City of Perth Scheme for Superan-
nuation (Amendments Authorisa-
“tion}.

Introduced hy Mr. Needham,

2, Canning Distriet Sanitary Site.
Introduced by Mr, Cross.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate .resumed from the 7th November.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [2.10]: I am
very pleased that the Minister has intro-
duced this tegislation, In this House re-
cently I asked him somo questions regarding
the treatment of soldier settlers in respect
of Crown land, and he then stated that it was
his intention to bring forward a Bill that
would provide the soldiers returned from the
recent war with rather better eonditions re-
garding Crown lands than those extended to
the returned men of the 1914-18 war, On
their behalf I am grateful to the Minister
for introducing the Bill. I have consulted
hoth the Leader of the Opposition and the
Leader of the Liberal Party regarding it
and they are quite satisfied with its pro-
visions, They view them as an improvement
and indicative of the Government's desire to
extend a helping hand and inercased privi-
leges to the retnrned men, In the circum-
stances, I shall not detain the House, I
could engage in a full discussion of the whole
question, but I have traversed the ground on
other BRills dealing with soldier land setfle-
ment, so I shall not repeat myself. I have
much pleasure in supporting the seeond
reading of the Bill.

MR, LESLIE (Mt. Marshall [212]: I
presume it is the Minister’s intention to
take the Bill into Committee straight away.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, LESLIE: I have no eriticism to offer
regarding the measure. I commend the
Minister for bringing the Bill down., In
my opinion it will meet at least one of the
requirements for which ex-Service person-
nel are at present erying out. I have not
had an opporturity to do more than casu-
ally glance through the Bill, bhut I notice
that in the definition of ‘‘discharged mem-
ber of the Foreces” there may be need for
some clarifieation. I think the Minister
should eonsider whether there has not been
an omission seeing that no mention is made
of the recent war. It refers to the com-
mencing date of the man’s full time ser-
vice in one or other of the Armed Forces
of the Commonwealth, but does not men-
tion any terminating period. It does not
mention the war at all exeept, of course,
that the year 1939 is referred to, I think
the definition should include a reference
similar to that appearing in like sections
of other Acts and set out something about
the war in which His Majesty was en-
gaged commenecing on the 3rd September,
1939, That would definitely tie this legis-
lation mp with the reecent war. Possibly
this is just an oversight, and I draw the
Minister’s attention to it

The Minister for Lands: It is a question
of when he was discharged after the recent
war,

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, there is also the ques-
tion of the date of his discharge.

The Minister for Lands: That is pro-
vided for. It refers to six months after-
wards. -

Mr, LESLIE: I just mention the point
for the consideration of the Minister and
we can perhaps deal with it during the
Committee stage. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading of the Bill.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [2.14]: There
are one or two aspeets of this measure that
do not appear to me to have reeeived suffi-
gient consideration, although I may be
wrong in that respeet. I think it right to
place my views hefore the Minister in order
that he may give some attention to the
points I will raise. Under the Act of 1919
teference is made to the rcbate of purchase
price in respeet of conditional purchasge
holdings, and onc portion of the Bill now
before the House deals with that question.
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Throughout the measure it is referred to as
u rebate of the balf-yearly rental or some
equivalent term.

The Minister for Lands: The payments
are always called “rent,” although I do not
koow why that is so,

Mr. WATTS: There is nothing in the
Bill—there is nothing I ¢an discover in the
parent Act either—regarding any guarantee

that if the soldier settler has paid
the rebated half-yearly instalments over
the full period of his lease, he shall

be regarded as having fully paid up
his  indebtedness to the Crown and
is therefore entitled to the frechold of his
property if the improvements are satisfac-
tory. That is the position under the origi-
na] Land Aect if and when the half-yearly
instalments have been fully paid through-
out the period of the lease. That is one mat-
ter that has given me some coneern hecanse
I cannot see what entitlement he has to the
freehold when only half of the amount has
been paid on the half-yearly system of re-
bates. The other point has reference to the
clause which provides that—

A lessee who is a discharged member of the
forces ehall not, in any case, be required to pay
any rent or any interest on the cost of survey
or interest on the value of improvements on

any econditional purchase lease during the firsy
five years of the term thereof.

Ts that condition to apply to a discharged
member of the Forces who takes over a con-
ditienal purchase lease formerly held by a
civilian or a non-discharged member of the
Armed Forces?

The Minister for Lands: The previous
man would already have got that concession.

Mr. WATTS: T do not think he would
have. It scems to me that the ecivilian is
under an obligation to pay interest under
the wvarious headings mentioned in the
elanse, including survey fees and so on re-
specting the hlock that is transferrved to the
discharged soldier settler, and under this
Bill he then beromes entitled to the half-
vearly rebate because he is the holder of the
conditional purchase lease.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. WATTS: But the Bill does not say
anywhere, so far as I can see, that the man
is entitled to a rebate of half the cost of
interest on the survey fces and on the im-
provements. It seems that the transferee or
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some civilian is likely to be the one to bene-
fit as against the discharged soldier who
takes the transfer.

The Premier: Is that not to be paid in the
earlier period?

Mr. WATTS: That may be so. I do not
want to be misunderstood in making these
points. I have put forward my views so
that we shall nat in passing legislation agree
to provisions respecting which we are not
clear. If the Minister can indicate what the
position is I shall be delighted, because I
do not want to obstruct the passage of the
Bil. I am also very glad that the
Government has seen fit to introduce legisla-
tion to alter the system by whick Crown
blocks have been disposed of at auction, 1
think the provisions in the Bill will cope
with the position that the Minister dealt
with in his introductory speech.

The Minister for Lands: I hope so.

Mr. WATTS: The matters referred to
caused eonsiderable coneern at the time when
they took place.

The Minister for Lands: They caused us
eoncern too.

Mr, WATTS: It wag felt that there was
absolutely no control over the transactions
that were taking place then, and it was
most evident that the Crown was obtaining
very high prices for land with no-one in
control of it at all, whereas ordinary ven-
dors of land were obliged to accept the re-
strieted amounts placed upon their blocks
by the sub-Treasury, The clause in the
Bill dealing with the matter obviously pro-
poses to put an end to the possibility of
gpeculation in government property through
the Lands Department by giving it the
right to determine the purpose for which the
block is to be used much in the same way,
as 1 understand it, as the old Land Board
used to do with regard to conditional pur-
chase leases.  While it might have been
better from my point of view to make the
sales by the Crown subject to the same sort
of testrictions as are imposed on private
persons through the sub-Treasury, it was
very necessary that some steps should be
taken to overcome the cxisting position, and
in this measure a genuine attempt is made
ta do that very thing,

I am somewhat intrigued to see in the Bill
the provision for the appointment of a
Director of Land Settlement, obviously in
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confirmation of the appointment made in
favour of Mr, Fyfe some 15 or 18 months
ago. T hope the legalisation of that gentle-
man’s appointment will have the effect of
speeding-up a little the service he is render-
ing to the State. 1 may be over-optimistie
in expressing that hope, because it is hardly
possible that s mere paragraph in a Bill
will assist to attain that end; but unquestion-
ably there is a terrible lag in this business
of discharged Servicemen’s land settlement,
a lag that is ineomprehensible to most of us.
This lag is gravely diseouraging to those men
interested in land settlement, and I should
not be in the least surprised te learn before
very long that the number of applicants has
been reduced to one-half, because of the dis-
conrngement with which they are meeting
nnd the interminable delays which are facing
thein.

1 am quite unable to understand why the
restrietions and inhibitions that have been im-
posed upon the director and other people
concerned in the matter should be allowed
to continue, Whether it is a matter of Gov-
ernment policy in this State or purely 2
matter of Commonwealth policy, or a com-
bination of both, or the result of too mueh
control by persons having little or no know-
ledge of Western Ausiralian conditions and
exercising too much authority under Can-
berra legislation or regulations, is beyond
me; but T do know that the situation today
is very little, if any, hetter than it was 15
months ago when the war came to an end
and when my colleagne from Toodyay sug-
gested that the impending end of hostilities
found the Commonwealth almost unprepared
to handle the matter,

The Commonweaith authorities do not
seem any more prepared now than they were
then, unless the bolding of endless disens-
stans in conference, the cutting away of a
little red-tape but leaving a hig cocoon still
surrounding the whole process is making for
a greater measure of preparedness. As re-
gards the members of the public vitally eon-
cerned in land settlement as a means of earn-
ing a living in future years, the whole set-up
at present is extremely unattractive, and I
have not found anything in the Bill, except
the legalisation of the appointment of Mr.
Fyfe, which is likely to contribute mnch to-
wards a solution of the problem. I do hope
that a solution will be quickly found because,
if it is not, I am afraid those responsible,
whoever they may be, should be the snbjeet

[ASSEMBLY.]

ot considerable censure by the people of this
country, I am very glad to see in the Bill
a proposition for the implementing of cer-
tain recommendations made by Mr. Fyfe in
another ecapacity a number of years ago, par-
ticularly in regard to the reappraisement
ol pastoral leases and the drought difficul-
ties that have been experienced by pastoral-
ists in the North-West during recent years.

I am concerned to find that spparently
there is no power for the rezppraisement
hoard to grant relief over a period longer
than two years after a drought. I do not
consider that two years is o reasonable time,
notwithstanding that it may be Mr., Fyfe's
recommendation, The effeet of a drought
such as was experienced in the north-western
areas of the State eannot be overecome in
two years. If the conversations I have had
with pastoralists affected by the drought are
any warrant—and I believe they are—it
would appear to require more like five yenrs
before any real recovery could be made,
granted that reasonable seasons were ex-
perienced. As I understand this measure, it
proposes to carry out what T believe has been
the practice heretofore of granting rebates
for a period of only two vears. I was and
am hopeful that the Minister will concede
that the board should he granted the same
power over a greater period in order that
it might afford a more substantial measure
of relief where the severity of the drought
might warrant sueh relief being granted. 1
support the second reading of the measure,
which 1 hope will be passed.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [2.26]:
I support the second reading. I think the
Government is acting wisely in making all
land settlement part of the activities of
the Lands Department and recognised by
statute. Of course, we have had the land
settlement organisation inside the depart-
ment for many decades, but the matter has
now reached an importance where the legis-
lJation relating to our lands should recog-
nise that land settlement is now and is to
be a particularly responsible part of the
department’s aectivities. The Director of
Land Settlement for the moment is mainly
oceupied with the problem of suitably set-
tling on the land men returned from the
recent war who desire to engage in primary
production. We have heard on a number
of occasions regret expressed at the delay
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in the progress of the land settlement pro-
posals; but I take it that the wesponsi-
bilities of the Director of Land Settlement
under this legislation will be much wider
than merely the settling of returned sol-
diers. He will he responsible, I hope, for
the settlement of a number of migrants
who will come to this State in the not dis-
tant future.

The Minister for Lands: He is respon-
sible for that now.

Mr. M¢DONALD: Yes; but at present
the settlement of migrants is more or less
8 dead-letter. The first duty of the depart-
ment must be the suitably-placing of re-
turned men but, subject to that obligation,
which rests upen the State and the com-
munity, there will be need for provision
for scttlement on the land of migrants
who, in the not distant future and we hope
for many years to come, will he desirous
of taking up land in this State. I mention
this to stress the very great importance
of the office of Director of Land Settle-
ment. We have scen from the progress or
lack of progress of settlement of returned
soldiers how this business is retarded by
insufficient planning, administrative dif-
ficnlties and various exchanges admini-
stratively which appear to be constantly
taking place between the Commonwealth
and State Governmenis. If there is one
lesson to be learnt, it is that within the
limits of his time and duties, the Director
of Land Settlement should at the earliest
moment prepare the fullest plans for the
settlement of migrants as they arrive in
this State.

The position of migration has previ-
ously Heen mentioned by me in this Cham-
ber, and I am by no means satisfied with
the progress that has been made. I do not
think that in this State, where need of
population is so much greater than it is in
the other States and where the opportuni-
ties to ahsorb population are mueh™ more
favorable than those of other States, we
should wait all the time for the initiative
to come from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. It seems to me that in this case we
should he prepared to formulate our own
pelicy, which must not run across that of
the Commonwealth Government, and have
our own objectives very clearly determined,
so that we can work with some definite pur-
pose in view and to some plan to be ear-
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ried through. I hope the Director of Land
Settlement will formulate plans for the
settlement of migrants and that they will
be laid before Parliament at the earliest
possible moment, so that members may have
an opportunity to know what is proposed.

The Minister for Lands: As a mafiter of
fact, a Bill is being drafted.

Mr. MeDONALD: I am glad to hear it
What I would like to say further is that,
while unforeseen industrial difficulties at
present may delay the work of Parliament
in this session, ai the earliest moment the
Minister . should initiate a diseussion on
that Bill or on proposals which he can lay
on the Table of the House as to the settle-
ment and absorption of migrants not only
on the land, but in all the other industries
in which thete may be an opportunity for
new people to take up their lives in this
State. The need for doing that at the
earliest possible moment has been horne in
ob every member of this House hy the un-
fortunate delays that have taken place in
gettling returned men, who in so many cases
have becn waiting for months to make a
start in their new life on the land. I bad
intended to say, and do say, that the pro-
vistons for increased concessions to holders
of pastoral leases are certzinly a step in
the right direction; but I also feel there is
not sufficient clastieity in the Bill now be-
fore Parliament.

The effects of drought or unfavourable
weather conditions in the North-West are
so severc and are felt for so many years
that the mere concession of rent for a year
or two is not going to make a very great
contribution to the rveturn to solvency of
the people who are engaged in pastoral
operations in our northern areas. So I
would welecome any amendment by the
Minister to inereasc the period over which
he will be able to grant relief to pastoral-
isis who arc in a diffieult position owing to
the effect of droughts. After all, it will be
one of the minor contributions towards the
rchabilitation of those men, and it is not
necessary for me to stress what members
—particularly North-West members—know
full well, that there are many pastorslists
in those areas who are going to have the
greatest difficully not merely in getting
back to a solvent state, but even in remain-
ing on their holdings, ‘
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The Minister for Lands: We have re-
mitted thousands of pounds of rents
already.

Mr, McDONALD: I would like to see
the fullest power to make concessions to
the pastoralists in those areas. The other
provisions of the Bill T need not refer to
in detail. The power to grant coneessions
to retnrmed men with respeet to rents and
cxtensions of the terms of their leases to
correspond with the period they served with
the Forces, appears to be a highly desie-
able and proper recognition of the ser-
vices which they have rendered to their
country. Another desirable provision is the
giving of greater power to the department
to deal with the marginal aveas, as this will
aseist in the restoration of those distriets
to a position where the farmers can re-
main on their bholdings with some prospect
of getting a decent living from their activi-
ties. The arrangements by which the old
system of auctioning town blocks—which of
late has resulted in sneh startling resulte—
are well worth while. The Bill is one which
I think will improve our land legislation
and I'support the second reading.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a gecond time.

In Commitiee,

Mr., Rodoredqy in the Chair; the Minis-
tey for Lands in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to B—agreed to.

Clanse 9—New section.  Minister may
ilefer vent payable by lessee who has served
with H.M. Forees:

Mr. LESLIE: I move an amendment—

That in line 9 of Subsection (1) of pro-
posed new Section 139B, after the word
‘‘date,”” the words ‘‘during the war in
which His Majesty was engapged and which
commenced on the third day of September,
1939,’' he inserted,

As the new seetion stands, it would mean
that any person who had resided for 12
months in Australia prior to 1939 would be
eligible; notwithstanding that he may not
have served with the Forces during the war
just ended, if it has ended.

The Minister for TLands: Has it?

Mr. LESLIE: My amendment would
bring the provision into line with the defi-
nitions in the War Service Land Settlement
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Agreement Act and the State Housing Bill
now before Parliament.

- The Minister for Lands: I am not object-
ing to the amendment.

My, LESLIE: Then I am content to let
the matter rest.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 10, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendinent,

BILL—COUNTRY AREAS WATER
SUPPLY,

Recommittal,

On motion by the Minister for Works, Bill
recommitted for the further eonsideration of
Clauses 5, 20, 30, 41, 66, 72 and 92.

In Committee,

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5—Interpretation:
Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment—
That in line 5 of the definition of *‘dis.
triet,’’ after the figures *‘1919-1943,'* the
words ‘‘and includes any land (including
privately owned subdivided land) which the
Governor may declare by proclamation to be
deemed to be ineluded in a distriet for the
purposes of this Act’’ be inserted.
I pointed out during the discussion at the
Committee stage that if the definition were
permitted to remain as it was, there would
be diffieulty in some eases in determining
whether portions of eertain townsites actually
outside of the official townsites were to be
regarded, for water rating purposes, as town
or farm, I considered that the language
should be made a great deal more specific.
The matter has since been referred to the
Crown Solicitor, who considercd that a clari-
fieation along the lines suggested by me
should be made and supplicd the amendment
which I have submitted to the Committee.
The Minister for Works: I support the
amendment,
Amendment put and passed.
Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment—
That in line 2 of the definition of ‘'town-
site,’? after the figures ¢¢1019.1043,"' the
words ‘‘and includes any land (including
privately owned subdivided land) which the
Governor may declare by proclamation to be
decmed to be included in a townsite for pur-
poses of this Aet'’ be inserted.
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Pretty much the same cxplanation attaches
to this amendment a5 applied to the previous
one,

Mr. WATTS: I am not sure that the same

wording should be used in this amendment
as was employed in the amendment. It
secms to me that it would be wise to
exclude purely agricultural land in the defini-
tion .of “townsite” We know what gave
rise to the proposed insertion of these words
—namely, that country towns have, in cer-
tain eases, not becn built on the actual town-
site ares originally set aside for that purpose
but on land that has been subdivided or other-
wise made available by private persons for
the erection of such townsite thereon which
has finally become the established township.
I think we should insert something to' demon-
strate that the type of land included in the
townsite is land intended for resideatial or
ecommercial purposes and is not purely of an
agricultural nature.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That i
the idea béhind the amendment. Whenever
the Governor issued a proclamation it would
be 50 framed as to mceet the point submitted
by the Leader of the Opposition. If the
lion. member cares to tighten up the amend-
nent by including some additional words, T
will have no objection.

Mr. Watts: The right wording does not
occur to me at the moment.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

* Clause 20—Power of Minister in rela-
lion to construction of waterworks.

Mr. McLARTY: I move an amendment—

That the following further provise De
added:—'“And provided that no Locnl
Authority shall be liable for the cost of
maintenance of waterworks constructed on,
through, over, under or adjacent to any
road controlled by soch Local Aunthority and,
sulject to liability for payment of rates and
charges zs in this Act provided, no owner
or occupicr of land shall be liable for the
maintenanee or cost of maintenance of
waterworks construeted om, through, over,
under or adjacent to such land.’’

the clause,

This amendment is slightly different from
the one that I previously proposed, but
it is acceptable to the Minister and meets
the requirements which I desire to cover.
The idea is to clarify the position of the
local authorities and landholders in regard
to their responsibility for maintenance and
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construction of certain works that may be
carried ont as a result of the measure.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 30—Request for supply to rated
land:

The MINISTER I"OR WORKS: When
this elause was being diseussed in Commit-
tee the member for Williams-Narrogin
moved for the deletion of Subelause (2).
He was supported by the Leader of- the
Opposition and others, and I intimated that
I was 49 per cent. convinced that the
amendment was right. I undertook to have
further inquiries made to ascertain whether
I eould be pushed beyond the 50 per cent.
mark, and I have been, I am, therefore,
prepared to have Subelause {2) deleted
and, if the member for Williams-Narrogin
will move in that direction, I will .agree to
the amendment. :

Mr. DONEY: I move an amchdment—
That Subclanse (2) be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to. .

Clause 41—Duty to keep fittings in re-
pair:

Mr. DONEY: On behalf of the member
for York I move an amendment—
That all the words after ‘‘keep’! in line
2 be struck out and the followinyg words:
“*a]l pipes and all fittings within or attached
to his land and connected to the Ministor’s
serviee or eommunication pipe or meter in
good repair so as to prevent effectually the
water from running to waste’’ inserted. in
lieu.
The member for York submitted an argu-
ment which appealed somewhat to the Min-
ister, but he wanted timec to think the
matter over. I hope that the hon. gentle-
man is now favourably disposed fowards
the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 66—Amonnt of rate:

Mr. WATTS: I need not reiterate the
arguments which gave rise to the amend-
ment in the Committee stage, because they
have heen stated three or four limes by me
and other members. When the proposal was
put forward a few days age to add a new
paragraph to Clause 66 the Minister ex-
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pressed the view that he was prepared to
consider the right of persons, desirous of
being excluded from the scheme because they
already had adequate supplies for their own
purposes provided at their own expense, pe-
ing included in the Bill by way of right
of petition, eote, to the Minister, 1 stated
that if the amendment then before the Com-
mittee were defeated I would endeavour to
devire something better.

The difference between the proposal I now
snbmit and the previous one is that the peti-
tion must be signed by 50 per cent. of the
owners of ratable land in any ward whereas
praviously there had to be 20 per cent. only.
1f they state that the majority of the owners
do not desire to be supplied with water
because they have ample supplies on their
holdings the Minister can satisfy bimself as
to the truth of such statement by any means
he eares to use. In the previous amendment
I provided that the Minister should exclode
these people altogether from the scheme, but
in the amendrent I now propnse the Min-
ister is to have discretion to decide not to
supply such people with water, either perm-
anently or for such period of years as he
may deternine. The major difference be-
tween the two proposals is that relating to
the discretion of the Minister which, I take
to he the prineipal difficulty arising in the
Minister's mind fowards the original pro-
posal.  In these circumstances I move an
amendment—

That a new paragraph he added to Sub-
clause (2) as follows:—‘ (¢) Where not
less than fifty per cent. of the owners of
ratable land in any ward of any Road Dis-
trict (oot being a townsite) petition the
Minister in writing asking that the holdings
comprised in sueh ward shall not be ratable
under this Act, and stating that the majo-

rity of the owners in such ward do not de-
sire to he snpplied with water on the ground

that they have supplies of water previously '

provided vpon fheir own holdings at their
own cxpense sufficient for all their purposes
the Minister by such means as he may pre-
seribe «hall satiafv himself as to the truth of
such statements, and upon his being satisfied
he may al his diserction decide not to supply
the holdings in aich ward with water either
permanently or for such period of years aa
he may determine (with power at the like
digeretion to extend such period from time
to time} and thereupon such heldings shall
not be supplied with walter nor be ratable
under this Aect either permancntly or for
sueh period or periods as the decision of the
Minister may require.’’

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINIETER FOR WORKSE: When
the other amendment, referred fo by the
Leader of the QOpposition, was previously be-
fore the Committee, the arguments against it
were put forward by me and the Committee
decided to reject the amendment. Tt is true
that this amendment differs somewhat from
that one, but in prineiple it is ruch the same.
If members study it closely they will find that
its operation would involve officers of the
department and the Minister in an almost
endless task in trying to establish whether
the statements in the petition were true, or
sufficiently true to justify the Minister in
cither granking or rejecting such petition.
As appears on the nofice paper, I propose
fo move an amendment to the other water
supply measure, which will give landholders
the opportunity of petitioning to be left out
of the scheme altogether, provided their peti-
tions are sent in early enough to enable their
cases to be considered and decided before
the scheme is taken through their particular
localities. T think that will be a more satis-
factory amendment and will work more ef-
fectively in practice. I therefore ask the
Committee to vole against this amendment.

Mr, WATTS: I am rather surprised that
the Minister has raised the objection that
under this amendment so much investigation
would have to be done by officers of the de-
paritment, as I feel he has already let him-
self in for investizations of an almost simi-
lar character in relation to the preceding
paragraph of Clauge 66, which enables him,
on being satisfled that the home-provided
wiater supplies are adequate for all purposes,
to grant the settler a reduction of rates. Tt
therefore did not seem to me to impose any
further obligations on departmental officers
than did the Minister’s own clanse.

The Minister for Works: That will be much
easier than this would be.

Mr, WATTS: I am simply expressing my
opinion that it would not make twopenny-
worth of difference as to the two tvpes of
investigation. I was under the impression
that the main objection was that my eurlier
amendment made it virtually mandatory for
the Minister to do what the petitioners
wanted, whereas this one does nothing of the
kind. T therefore ask the Committec to give
this amendment a more favourable reception
than was aceorded to the last one.
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the following result:—

[14 NoveMeer, 1946,]

Ayes .. . .o 13
Noes .. - .. .23
Majority against 10
AYES.
Mr. Brand Mr. Seward
Mr. Hill Mr., Shearp
Mr, Leslle Mr. Thorn
Mr, Mann Mr. Walls
Mr. McDonald Me. Willmott
Mr, Mclarty Mr. Doney
Mr. North (Tclier.)
Noea,
Mr. Coverley Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Cross Mr. Gwen
Mr, Fox Me., Panton
Mr. Graham Mr, Read
Mr, Hawke Mr. Smith
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Styants
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Telfer
M. Hoor Mr. Triat
Mr, Johnson Mr,_ Willeock
Mr, Eelly Mr. Wise
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wilson
Mr, Needham (Teller.)
PAIR.
AYE, Na,
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Millington

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed,

Clause 72—Payment for water supplied by
mensure :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I movce
an amendment—

That in line 1 before the word ‘‘pay-
ment’’ the figure **(1)’> be inserted and
that new subclauses be inserted as follows:—

(2) Without the consent of the Minis-
ter no person shall direetly or indirectly—

(a) dispose of water to another per-
gon, or

(b) acquire water from ancther per-
gon

whether or not for payment or reward or

promise thereof.

Provided that this subsection shall not
apply to any person, board or authority
authorised to dispose of or acquire water
pursuant to any Act or agreement with
the Minister,

Penalty—One hondred pounds or im-
prisonment with or without hard labour or
both.

(3) An offence under this seetion shall
be tried and determined summarily by a
stipendiary magistrate.

This amendment aims to prevent the illegal
sale or disposal of water, It is true that pro-
vision is made in Clause 92 for aetion to be
taker under regulations to prosecute any
person who illegally uses water, the maxi-
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mum penalty being £20. This penalty is con-
sidered to be not nearly scfficient in cases
where water is illegally used. It is thought
that in the ease of the comprehensive water
supply scheme we shall have strongly to
gafeguard the water supply system, especial-
ly slong or near its boundaries, to prevent
water being illegally used by people over the
boundary, because if that were to hap-
pen it would not be possible to main-
tain for those on the boundary and just in-
side it a water supply anywhere nearly ade-
quate to their needs. Although the penalties
set out in the amendment may appear to be
severe, I think it will be admitted that we
must have heavy penalties in order to pre-
vent people from illegally using water from
the scheme, thus ensuring that those on the
scheme and who are rated will at all times
have a reasonable chance of adequately ob-
taining their needs from the scheme.

Mr. DONEY': This guite innoecuous clause
has suddenly developed into something rather
astoundingly dangerous. I do not know quite
what to read into it. A easual glance at
the clanse together with the amendment
prompts my inquiry as to just exaetly what
type of misdemeanour the Minister has in
mind that could possible require so harsh
a penalty as a finc of £100 or imprisonment
with or without hard lubour, or both. I
daresay I am forgetting some of the debate
that must have ensued regarding this par-
ticular matter. I hope the Minister will sup-
ply some more lengthy reason to indicate
why what he proposes is necessary.

Mr. McDONALD: I have not had time
to study the amendment, not that it requires
very much in that respeet. I think it should
receive wmore consideration before it be-
comes law. It says that without the consent
of the Minister no persen shall directly or
indirectly dispose of water to another per-
son or acquire water from another person.
An offence is committed whether or not there
15 any payment or reward in Tespect to the
transaction. The offence is complete even
though it should be a gift of water. I am
not very sure where that ends. Who is the
person that eannot give water to any other
person Presumably he is the person who
is rated and, I assume, is the landowner or
oceupier. No exception is made respecting
any contribution he may make for domestic
or hospitality purposes.

Mr. Doney: Or for starving stoek.
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Mr, McDONALD: Or in easc of an emer-
geney.

Mr. Needham: Water would be very eold
hespitality!

AMr. MeDONALD: The member for Perth
may think so, but I have been in country
distriets on wvarious occasions when even a
glass ol waler would have heen eoxtremely
acceptable—with nothing else in it at all.
The Minister who may be 200 or 300 miles
away cannot be referred to for his consent
in a case of emevgency, While it may be
argued that the law would be administered
with commonsgense and diseretion, we should
not frame our legislation on the principle
that thogse responsible for its administration
are capable of waiving or ignoring the
terms of the Act should there be mitigating
civeumstances in the breach that has
been commitied. I would like the Minister
to consider this phase and whether the
terms of the amendment are not too sweep-
ing, T wounld like him to consider further
whether there could not be provision for
exceptions such as that the clause shall
not apply in a case where the water has
heen supplied for domestic or hospitality
purposes or in ease of an emergency. Excep-
tions must oceur in connection with the re-
ceipt of water to meet which the action
involved should not be regarded as an of-
fence where, I am sure, the Minister him-
self intends there shall be no offenee or
culpability.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The only
purpose behind the amendment is to pro-
teet the nsers of water from the scheme—
those legally entitled to use the water.

Mr. M¢Donald: I am all in favonr of
thet objective and I think some such pro-
vision ig absolutely necessary.

Mr. Watis: But the Minister is not
achieving his objective by his amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those
rated under the scheme will be, in effect,
those that will pay for it and help it to
be carried on. They are entitled to the
very best the scheme is capable of provid-
ing. If we are not to enaet stringent pro-
vigions against the illegal use of water,
then, especially along the boundary lines
of the scheme, such illegal use of water
may very well take place. If it does, the
people who will suffer most will be those
rated under the scheme in the loenlities

[ASSEMBLY.]

concerned, because of adequate water sup-
plies not being available to them. It will
be found that the water they should be ob-
taining is illegally passing to others that
have no right at all to water from the
scheme.

The purpose of the penalties, whick cer-
tninly appear to he severe, is to prevent
breaches taking place. The penalties are
high to prevent water being disposed of
illegally. If the maximum penalty were
only £20, as it would be if we allowed these
matters to be covered by regulations, then
there might be sufficiently strong tempia-
tion confronting some people illegally to
dispose of water. If members think some
reduction should De made in the proposed
penalties, that could be considered. If
they think there should be some exemp-
tions to enmsure that prosecutions will not
be taken against settlers who may make
water available in small quantities for
beneficial and humanitarian purposes, that
might also be attempted. To draft an
amendment to meet such ecircumstances
would not be easy.

Mr. Watts: I have a proposition that
might snit you.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: No pro-
secution would be instituted for illegally
disposing of water if it were done to save
human life or to save the lives of stock
driven in from dry areas.

Mr. WATTS: To prevent hasty and ill-
advised prosecutions, I snggest that the Min-
ister agree to an amendment that no pro-
secution shall be commenced without his
written authority. Y point out that no
period has been set as the term of im-
prisonment and I should not like an inde-
terminate sentence to bhe imposed upon a
person convicted of such an offence. I
move—

That the amendment be amended by insert-
ing after the word ‘“imprisenment’ in pro-
posed new Subelause (2) the words “* for three
months, *’

The Minister for Works: T agree to that.

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Mr. WATTS: I move—

That the amendment e amended by adding
a subclanse as follows:—

(4) No prosecution nndor this seetion
ghall be eommenced withaut the writtien
authority of the Minister,
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Amendment on samendment put and
passed.

Mr. LESLIE: In spite of the improve-
ments made to the Minister’s amendment,
I am not happy about it. What would
constitute the illegal use of water? If
a farmer rated on an acreage basis and
entitled to so much water gave some of
it to a neighbour, would he be illegally
disposing of it? If a farmer in a rated
area were in partnership with a person
grazing stock on an outside area, could he
use the water for that stock? If, during a
dry spell, stock were driven into a rated
arca and a farmer took over some of the
stock and used water from his scheme,
would that be illegal? I forsee that many
diffieulties ecould arise and that the Minister
would be inundated with requests for ex-
emption from prosecution. A man whe dis-
poses of water at a profit should be penal-
ised, but not otherwise.

Mr. Seward: He might take stock in for
agistment.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, that happened in my
district,

The Minister for Works: A farmer

would be entitled to water stock on his
own property.

Mr. LESLIE: But the stock might not
be his.

The Minister for Works: That would not
matter.

The Minister for Lands: So long as he
did pot take the water to another property,
there would be no offence. The same rule
applies in the metropolitan area.

Mr. LESLIE: A farmer might take stoek
into a rated area and use the water for it.

The Minister for Works: He would be
entitled to do that.

Mr. LESLIE: So long as the farmer may
use the water on his own property &s he
wishes, I am satisfied. My constitutents are
pinning their faith to this scheme. If the
Minister is afraid that some person will
make a heavy draw on the scheme, we will
be worried about the position.

The Minister for Works: This will pre-
vent that.

Mr. LESLIE: It is not suffcicntly clear
to me,

Amendment, as amended, agreed to; the
clause, as amended, put and passed.
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Clause 92—>Minister may make by-laws:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move

an amendment—

That in paragraph (xvi) of Subclause (1)
the words ‘‘and prohibiting the sale by any
person to whom water is supplied by the
Minister of water supplied cicept with the
authority in writing of the Minister’” be
struck out,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to

Bill again reported with farther amend-
ments.

BILL—COMPREBENSIVE AGRICUL-
TURAL AREAS AND GOLDFIELDS
WATER SUFPLY,

Recommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
Bill recommitted for the purpose of consider-
ing a new elanse.

In Commitlee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

New elause:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T move

an amendment—

That a new clause be
lows:—

7. Where not less than fifty per cent.
of the owners of rateable land in any por-
tion of the country water area, the sub-
jeet of the Scheme, such portion comprising
not less than fifty thousand acres and not
being & townsite, petition the Minister in
writing asking thot such portion of the
country water area be excluded from the
Scheme, the Minister may in his absolute
discretion delete the portion refetred to
from the country water area, the subject
of the Scheme; provided that any such
petition shall be lodged with the Minister
within three munths from the date of pro-
clamation of this Act.

inserted as fol-

The new clause is designed to give land-
holders within the proposed comprehensive
water supply districts the opportunity to
petition the Minister, should they so ‘desire,
asking that their particular area be excluded
from the scheme. If the Minister receives a
petition from, say, East Katanning, in which
at least 50 per cent. of the landholders ask
for the non-inelusion of their area in the
proposed eomprehensive scheme, the Min-
ister ean have the request investigated and,
if he finds it possible and reasonable to ex-
clude that part from the scheme, it ean be
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excluded. But if it is exeluded, it would
be no use for the landholders to come along
a year afterwards, or even five years after-
wards, and desire the area to be included. 1
am inclined to think that is what will hap-
pen in most cases.

Mr. Leslie: Would you not even put the
pipeline past their property?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
would not. The scheme would be aitered to
exclude such localilies which it is now in-
tended to take in and would be expanded
in other directions to include areas which
it is not now intended to include. The
people desiring to be exeluded from the
scheme must realise, if their reguest is
granted, that they will be out of the scheme
for all time. Ancther point for considera-
tion is that while 50 per cent. of the farm-
ers in the distriet might petition to have
their avea excluded from the scheme, 48
per eent, or 49 per cent. of the farmers in
the same loeality might petition to be in-
cluded. It will be realised, therefore, that
these petitions may result in headaches for
the Minister in trying to reach a right de-
cision. Members will note that any such
petition must be lodged with the Minister
within three months from the date of the
proclamation of the Aet. This is a safe-
guarding provision and is designed to pre-
vent people from having the right to peti-
tion month ofter month or year after year.
The amendment goes a foeir distance in the
direction of meeting the desire of the
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. SEWARD: I think the Minister is
building up a headache for himself with
this eclause. He has said that if 50 per
cent, of the owners of ratable land peti-
tion, an investigation will be made; and, if
that is found te be justified, he may take
steps to carry the proposal into effect. T
should say it would be mueh beiter to
make an investigation before anything is
done. T ean visualise a couple of districts
very close to the Great Southern railway,
on the east side of it, submitting such a
petition and being exempt, and having a
pipeline go through those districts to reach
a distriet further out, which would in-
erease the cost of the scheme considerably.
If an investigation were made heforekand
and a determination renched, it would be
better than taking the course provided by
the clause,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. DONEY: I move an amendment—
That in line 14 of proposed new clause
after the word *‘from’’ the words ‘‘or be-
fore'! be inserted.
Quite a number of distriets even now would
be only too glad to take advantage of the
amendment. By coming in before the
three months, there would be no risk o1
overrunning it., The Minister pointed oul
that this will occasion extra work for hm-
gelf and his officers; but, by providing for
a petition to be lodged three months before
or three months after the proclamation, we
would make it easier for consideration and
necessary action by the Minister and his
officers.

Mr. LESLIE: I would ask the Minister
ta give consideration to providing some
way of informing pcople when the Aet iy
proclaimed.

The Minister for Works: We will do
that.

Amendment put and passed;
clause, as amended, agreed fo.

the new

Bill reported with a further amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1946-47.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from- the previous day.
Fox in the Cheir.
Vote—Native Affairs,
considered) :

Mr.

£60,000 (partly

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [3.45]: I
listened with interest to the Minister’s re-
marks, particularly on the position of
native affaire, One of the things I was very
surprised to hear was that it is proposed
to shift the natives—even though they be
better-class natives, as the Minister de-
seribed them—from the Moore River Settle-
ment to the Kellerberrin district. I am not
too certain that the member for Avon would
be very happy about that, and I do not
think anybody in the more central part of
the State will be happy about it. I do not
know the part of the country gelected, and
s0 am not aware whether it is gnitable for
the establishment of such a settlement; but
I certninly think that a part of the State
could have been secured for the purpose
that would have been far more satisfactory
than the Kellerberrin district. Whether it
is intended that the natives are to be
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trpined to become farm hands wltimately
or whether they are to be retained there
in order that the settlement may become
self-dependent is something the Minister has
not told us. In any event, I de not know
that T would be happy about bringing them
50 near to e closely-settled area,

From experience with natives, 1 know
that, unfortunately, the ecloser they come
into contact with whites the more readily
thay pick up the bad points rather than
the good points of the whites, I consider
that the policy of establishing small settle-
mentg within white areas is entirely wrong.
The native question should be tackled along
lines similar to those adopted in other
countries where a native problem exists and
where the situation has been dealt with on
a big scale—and I think we shall have to
tackle it on u big scale here, The policy
which hag been adopted in those places is
complete segregation of the natives. The
native only reaches a stage of mental in-
feriority and experiences a feeling of an
tagonism to the white man when he is
brought into contact with whites who im-
press that outlook upon him, The native
in his own right is as much entitled to have
pride in his race as I, and other members
of the white race, have to feel pride in
ours.

The eastern and southern Eunropeans,
people who are considered to be rather
backward, have a pride in their race. We
consider they are not nearly as advanced in
modern civilisation and culture as we are,
but they are no less proud of the fact that
they belong to a certain race. We do not
look down on them because they happen to
be of that race, but because they are back-
ward. Because of that the native is con-
sidered apart from us. But let him under-
stand that he is, after all, part of a race
and ask him, in his communities, to attempt
to reach the standard of the white man, and
we will get somewhere with him. The diffi-
culty erises when he is amongst the whites
and gets the iden that he is as good as the
white man. When he realises that he is, in-
telleetually, backward, that is when this
apirit of antagonism against the white man
comes forward.

The reasonable policy is to ineuleate into
the Western Australian, natives the belief
that they are part of a race and are entitled
to be prond of their saparate nationhood.
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It is their duty to show their worth so as to
take their place as a race within the country.
They can reach the same stage as natives
in other parts of the world—I speak of the
South Afriean natives—who are proud of
the fact that they are eoloured people and,
becounse they have reached such an advanced
stage of colture, consider themselves dif-
ferent from the whites only by virtue of the
eolour of their skin,

The Minister for Lands: What section has
reached that stage?

My, LESLIE: Quite a number,

The Minister for Lands: The Zulus, the
IKaffirs, or which? )

My, LESLIE: Many African natives in-
eluding the Basutos, the Zulus and the
Pondos, will not bow to the white man. If
we po ameong the native people who have
their own laws, king and parliament, we
will find as eomplete and as good a com-
munity system as anywhere, and there will
be much less vice and anti-social spirit,

The Minister for Lands: When those
natives get to Johannesburg they are treat-
ed as slaves and put in a compound.

Mr. LESLIE: They are treated as well
as possible, and we will be faced with the
same position in this country. We will have
to segregate the natives from the whites in
the towns.

Mr. J. Hegney: We have disturbed the
blackfellows’ conditions here.

Mr. LESLIE: Of eourse we have. The
Minister controlling the Department of
Native Affairs is also the Minister in charge
of Fisheries, and I ask: What suceess eould
he expect to achieve if he went to the Swan
River aod took a couple of tons of fish from
it and sent them to the wheatbelt and ex-
pected them to grow on wheat? That is what
we have attempted to do with the natives;
we have tried to take them out of their en-
virenmaont,

The Minister for the North-West: You
mean we have bred them out of their en-
vironment,

My, LESLIE: I agree that we have, and
I suggest that there is no necessity for us
to perpetnate that evil,. We have made a
mistake in the past merely hecause we have
attempted to absorb natives into the whites.
I bave said here before, and I yepeat now,
that the evidence in all parts of the waorld
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goes to show that the native cannot be ab-
sorbed. 1 do not konow whether that is be-
cause of strength of character or historical
hackground, but it is so. In Ameriea that
was attempted on a large scale, and a far
greater native problem has heen created there
than in any other eountry. No bigger failure
ean be found anywhere than exists there
today—aunless, perhaps, we point to some of
our attempts in Western Australia, We have
made mistakes in the past; let us sce that we
do something to right them. The only way
to do that is to realise that we have a native
race to deal with and not & native trouble.
Let us make the native, when he walks down
the strect, feel pride in his race. Tle may
not be nble to do some of the things that the
white man can do, but in his own sphere he
is successful. When an Indian Prince goes
to London, with all his princely decorations,
the people do not say, “He is just a nigger.”
He is an example of achievement, and we
can do the same thing with our nafives.

The Minister for Lands: You would not
class King Billy with an Indian prince,
surely?

Mr. LESLIE; In his own sphere, yes,

The Minister for Lands: YWhat is his own
spheref

My, LESLIE: He considers he is import-
ant among his own people, and so does an
Indinn prinee; there is no difference. There
are any amount of races with a white skin
that many of us would not class as coming
near our standards, and we would consider
them unfit to mix with us in the ordinary
way. But that does not say that in their
own eountry they arc not correct. We can
by preeept, by example and education, not
by trying to bring the natives amongst us,
elevate them to our system of culture, if
that is what we want to do with them. We
eannot do that as we are going today; we
will simply create a bigger problem. I re-
gret to find that the poliey of attempting
to absorb the natives is still being pursved.
We are going to establish another little
settlement where the patives will have con-
taet with the whites, and where one white
person by the wrong word at the right time
will do more harm than a dozen who would
talk to the natives in the right way.

Mr. J. Hegney: That happens to the
whites ag well.

Mr. LESLIE: I grant that. What hap-
pens to the native children attending

[ASSEMBLY.]

schools where there are white children? The
natives are considered to be something
apart. The Minister attended at Goomal-
ling, a little while ago, on a day when sports
were held, and the native children who took
part in the events shone, in comparison with
the whites, in athletic prowess. But when
the races were over the natives got together
in a little group on one side and the whites
stood together at the other side. But no-
body had told those children that the nigpger
was not good enough. The natives withdrew
hecause they realised that there was some
difference between them, and that oil and
water do not mix. The {rouble is that by
withdrawing they get into their hearts a
feeling of bitterness against the white man.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is much the same in
this Chamher. There arc different groups
on each side.

My, LESLIE: Yes, but on the left hand
side we have sensible groups. The circum-
stances affecting the natives are entirely
different. If the Minister cares to visit
other schools he will find the same thing ap-
plies, and if he asks these children why they
keep apart from the white children Xhey
will not be able to tell him. If we ask them
why they do it they cannot tell us, or de-
fine it, though they know there iz a differ-
ence. As a child T was brought up with
natives and understood some of their ounl-
Yook, and I know their pride. There were
3,000,000 natives in the district to which 1
belonged, but only 300 white men in the
town, We never attempted to tell them they
were no good, but endeavoured to show them
how far our civilisation had gone. They
langhed at many of our habits. They pre-
ferred sitting on the ground to eat their
meals to sitting on chairs.

If we deal with the problem of the full-
bloods we will gvercome the problem of the
half-castes, but by continuwing our present
policy we will only aggravate it.  There
must be a segregation point somewhere. T
have heard it stated that it would be pos-
sible, within a period of generations, to
absorb the Australian aboriginal, yet T have
not seen much evidence of it. It is said to
be possible in seven generations to absorb
the African negro, but that is not so. Even
if thev are turned put with white skins and
the white man's features, so that they can-
not be recognised as being of the negroid
type, they will still have the characteristies
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that have made the world dance to their
tune, with jitter-bug dancing, and so on.
We must adopt a different policy and
realise that the problem ecannot airily be
brushed aside by saying that we can educate
the white man to absorb the native.

The natives must be segregated, and the
half-castes dealt with on similar lines. A
start must be made, and it is no use saying
we made the mistake in the past of allow-
ing half-castes to be born, or circumstances
to arise that permitted their entry into the
world. e must ensure that similar ecir-
cumstances do not arise in the future. In
Afriea it has been found necessary to make
it a serious offence for a white and a black
to co-habit. Once the law put its foot down
heavily it prevented a tremendous amount
of co-habitation between whites and blacks,
to the extent that the half-caste probletn
does not exist there today. The law bas
been vigorously enforeed, with the result
that there are only the two breeds, native
and white, The native considers that no-
hody can hold 2 candle to him, and in many
respects that is tfrue. The whites and
natives do not attempt to compete in their
social idess. Their living standards are
different and the white mar tells the native
to try to come up to the white man’s stand-
ard.

If the native is content to remain on his
own standard, he does so0, and T believe
there is more contentment in these native
provinces than in any of the white countries
of the world today. They live peaceably to-
gether, and are doing a good job. They
do not have to apply for doles and assist-
ance, but produce sufficient for themselves
to live on. T doubt whether there is any
community in the British Empire that,
during the two world wars has had g finer
record than that of Basutoland. In both
the 1914-18 war and the last great con-
flict those natives contributed more in
money and goods than any ecommunity of
similar size in any part of the British Em-
pire.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Mt.
Marshall had better deal with Western
Australia. I have given him some latitude,
but now he had hetter deal with the Vote.

AMr, LESLIE: T am only drawing com-
pavisons. If natives ean do sueh things in
one country there is no reasen why they
should not do them elsewhere.
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The CHAIRMAN: I have given the hon.
member some latitude, and he must now
get back to the Vote.

Mr. LESLIE: There is no reason why
we should not do the same with our West-
ern Australian natives. To establish little
settlements would, I think, be a mistake.
It would be better to apportion part of the
country and tell the natives to run it for
themselves, under white supervision. I
think that is the only way to solve the na-
tive question, and we should face up to it
as has been done elsewhere.

I did not catch the figures relating to
fisheries given by the Minister, in order
to form a comparison as against other
years, but I noticed that he eclaimed there
had been a considerable increase in the
output of canned fish, He said the total
amount included the product called ‘‘Fre-
lish.” I would like to know whether
only the fish used in canning that produect
was counted, or whether the whole of the
contents of the tin, which contains a con-
siderable amount of potate or some other
vegetable, were included. I do not think
that product is very well thought of on
the Western Anstralian market. The
amount of fish contained in it is low, re-
minding one of the pork and beans, where
we bad toe look through a lot of beans to
find a very little bit of pork. I, together
with others who have sampled Frelish, have
been disappointed with it as a Western
Australian fish product. The amount of
fish contained in it is disappointingly small
and T am afraid it will not do the name
of our canning industry much good, if put
on the market as a fish produet. As to
our Western Australian salmon, I think as
much of that product as possible should be
made available on our own market. I in-
quired this morning at several big stores
in Perth for Western Australian tinned
salmon, but was told that they rarely see
it.

If our produets are as good as we claim
them to be, I think it is only right that
we should make certain that they are
available on our own markets. I agree
that a certain proportion should be sent
away to establish markets elsewhere, but
we should not denude the markets within
our own State of loeal produets. We must
not forget that when there are big supplies
of local products available and a dwindling
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demand for them outside the State, the pro-
ducers or manufacturers look to the local
market to maintain their factories in opera-
tion over that very diffieult period. If their
products are unknown on the local market,
those manufacturers will not secure the sup-
port that they would have deserved had they
made available their goods in reasonable
quantities and established them on the local
market in good times,

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.11]:
I would like the Minister to give the Com-
mittee, if he can, any jnformation at his
disposal in relation to the projected visit
to this State of the eminent anthropologst,
Professor Elkin, who holds the Chair of
Anthropology in the Sydney University, The
professor is not only associated with organi-
sations dealing with the welfare of natives
in the Eastern States but is the author of a
number of standard works on the subject.
Through the interest of a missionary bedy
—I think it is the Missionary Society of the
Churehes in Australia—proposals were made
that Professor Elkin should visit this State
and I believe—I speak subject to eorrection
—that the society was prepared to pro-
vide the whole of the expcnses involved in
connection with the visit including the ex-
penses of anyone that might accompany
him. The object of the mave was that 1’ro-
fessor Elkin should come to Western Aus-
tralia, not in any eritical spirit but as an
acknowledged aunthority, to see for himself
the conditions regarding native affairs in
Western Australia and to confer with the
officers of the Department of Native Affairs
with a view to advising and being helpful
and constructive in any forward-looking
policy to improve the prospects and con-
ditions of the natives of our State.

I am disappointed to find that Professor
Elkin has not so far arrived, From what I
can ascertain, he was willing to come here
and his non-arrival appears to be due to
our failure to take advantage of the services
and advice of 50 eminent an authority. I
would like {o hear the Minister diseuss the
matter because there are many people who
feel a responsibility to our natives, such as
the Minister himself fecls very deeply, and
those people were looking forward to Pro-
fessor Elkin's visit, They regret very much
that it has not taken place to date. It seoms
to me that if the Stale and the Department
of Native Affalrs have an opportunity to
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secure the construetive and helpful advice of
an authority like Professor Elkin, they
should take advantage of it.

Despite my great respect for the Minister,
personal and otherwise, I sometimes feel
that his department rather tends to look
upon any eriticism or suggestion as a re-
flection on it. That is not necessarily so gt
all. The position of our natives ig something
that touches many people of Western
Australia very closely and they are con-
cerned as to whether we are doing all we
could to discharge omr great responsibility.
If I might tender any advice, I would sug-
gest that the department should encourage
the fullest outside help and the greatest
possible number of suggestions from
ountside organisations of a responsible
character and from ouiside people in
that cafegory, so that they, too, could
share with the department in doing
the best to meet the nceds of our native
population. By that means the depart-
mental administration might be more con-
structive and its responsibilities could very
well be lightened because they would be
shared with other people. In 1544 I moved
for an inquiry into matters affecting the
native population of the Commonwealth.
Although I believe that the administration
of native affairs should be in the hands of
State Governments, which are more closely
in touch with the coloured population in
their respeetive areas, T also hold that there
should be a responsibility on the national
Government from a financial point of view
in relation to the people who were the origi-
nal owners of the continent we now occupy.

A resolution was passed in this House
under the terms of which the Government
was to seek financial aid from the Common-
wealth and the amount mentioned was, T
think, £50,000. Some time ago I put some
questions to the Minister who told me that
represcntations had been made to the Com-
monwealth for a grant of money in aid of
the improvement of conditions for the native
population, but so far no response had been
made by the Commonwealth. I hope that
the matter will be followed up actively and
that the Minister will use his utmost en-
deavours to secure from the Commonwealth
a grant to improve native conditions in
Western Australia. I notice that the Com-
monwealth Government has recognised its
responsihilittes to the natives in the North-
ern Territory. It has nndertaken something
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in the nature of an experiment on, I be-
lieve, Melville Island where a sawmilling
industry is to be set up and the natives are
to play 2 large part as artisans in the enter-
prise. It will be interesting to watch the
development of the scheme,

If the Commonwealth Government is be-
coming more alive to its responsibilities to
the native population and is giving evidence
of it in the Northern Territory, then it is
only right that this State, which has the big-
gest burden of all the States of Australia
in the care of the native population, should
be a very proper subject for considerable
finaneial aid in the task of bhettering the
prospects of our aborigines. I am keenly
anxions to see the best possible brains in and
outside this State and even those available
outside this continent interested in the
furthering of native affairs. I think we
should have a long-term policy regarding
the natives for, say, the next 100 years. We
have to look as far as we ean in envisaging
the development of our native population
and make up our minds what our objectives
are to he over a long-term period,

There is, for example, the absorption of
the half-caste population into the white
population. All responsible writers on
native affairs in Australia agree that the only
humanitarian view regarding the half-caste
population is that it should be assimilated
into the white population of Australia, By
means of schools, settlements, selected in-
dustries, child and adult education, we must
try to work out a system which will facili-
tate the absorption of the present and future
half-caste population into the white popula-
tion. This is & matter, not for a year or a
decade, but for a long-term policy, and no
offer of responsible advice should be re-
fused by this State that may aid the Gov-
ernment and the Department of Native Af-
fairs in formulating a policy for such a
pericd according to the most enlightened
ideas prevailing for the protection and ad-
vaneement of our full-blooded pative and
half-caste population.

T turn now to the subject of fisheries, and
desire to refer to a matter which the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington asked me to
mention. He has been obliged fo leave;
otherwise he would have lost an opportunity
of returning to his constituency. In Vie-
toria, the matter of fish hatcheries is receiv-
ing great consideration. A large trout
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hatchery is to be built near Thornton and
£22,000 is to be spent on it in the next two
years., The complete plan for the batehery
involves an cxpenditure of £75,000, There
is to be an annual produetion of 1,000,000
young trout from the eggs and, in addition,
it is proposed to pay atlention to the rear-
ing at the hatchery of several valuable in-
digenous fish, The progeny of the hatch-
ery, including the indigencus fish, will be
distributed through Victoria and put into
streams and even into farmers' dams in
suitable localities where the dams are not
likely to run dry. It is thought that this
will provide an addition to the food supplies
of the counntry areas that in time will be of
very great value.

The bon. member also mentioned the great
interest being taken in the matter of trout
hatching in the South-West. Trout are now
being liberated in the tributary streams of
of the Muorray River, and a number of other
rivers, and there is a feeling of optimism
as to the success of these veniures and the
possibility of inereasing the supply of fish
for food and for sport. He desired me to
say that he commended the Minister on the
work done in this direction, and hoped the
department would foster, by all reasonable
means, the development of fish in the
streams and inland waters of our State.

I do not propose to spend much time on
the matter of sea and coast fishing, as to
which I do not pretend to have any precise
knowledge., I do wish to say, however, that
there is some opinion held by a number of
pecple that we are not exercising all the
precautions we should. to ensure that im-
mature fish are not being taken. I am not
of my own knowledge able to say whether
that is s0 or not. The Minister might feel
that op the whole it is not so, and might
tell ns that sueh is the case, but I hope
that, in view of this opinion, he will,
through his officers, make searching in-
quiries to ensure that the opinion of the
department is entirely correct.

It is said that fish are taken st spawn-
ing time and before they have reached ma-
turity and have had an opportunity to re-
produce, and that generally the safeguards
to ensure the perpetuation of our fisheries
resources could be strengthened. I pass
this opinion on to the Minister and hope
he will not merely say, with a wave of the
hand, that these statements have no sub-
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stance, but will consider it right to address
bis mind again to the matter and make
yuite certain that there is not an element
of trnth in the opinion that is held. An-
other item in these Estimates refers to the
North-Wiest. It is dealt with from the fin-
ancial point of view, and in a somewhat
summary manner; in fact, a very small
amount is shown, and that, I think, refers
wainly to the Minister’s necessary and
proper expenses for travelling to the North-
West to visit the areas under his control.
Speaking from memory, the amount in-
volved 15 £181 or £200.

The Minister for the North-West: A few
stamps and sdministralive costs have to be
paid out of that,

Mr. MeDONALD: The Loan Estimates,
however, propose expenditure of & more
substantial pature. From the points of
view of defence, of our responpsibility for
an immense arvea, of the welfare of the
people who are now there and the possi-
hility of bringing more people fo those
areas, the North-West must ocenpy a very
farge part of the responsible consideration
of Parliament and the Government, Volun-
tary committees have been formed in the
North-West by gentlemen who reside there
and 1 wish to say—all members will agree
with me in_this—that the greatest possible
¢credit is duc to them for their public re-
sponse in trying to meet the problems of
the area in which they live. Men up there
attend conferences often invelving their
travelling hundreds or thousands of miles in
an cffort to formulate plans to help tho
tovernment in developing and ereating
hetter conditions in that part of the State,
and the Government has properly secured
the services of highly-trained publie serv-
ants and also members representing the
North-West on a committee to make plans
for the North-West.

I hope we may have an opportunity for
more diseussion on the North-West in the
neay foture. Some months ago an interim
statement was issued by the North-West
Committee sponsored by the Government.
but ginee that time I have heard nothing
more. I should like to know whether any
final conclusions have been arrived at by
the committee and endorsed by the Govern.
ment, and, if so, the terms of those con-
¢lusions, The position is one which re-
quires help and a policy, as soon as one
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can be formulated in times which admittedly
are somewhat difficult and during which
there is so much to do. But I would like to
see the Government more vocal on the
North-West and give Parliament and the
public some up-to-date idens of the stauc
it has reached in the formnlation of ils
policy for the future of those areas.

MR. EEBLLY (Yilgarn - Coolgardie)
{4.31]: I desire to touch only oo ome sub-
ject of the Minister’s introduetion, and that
is in reference to fisheries. I am a little dis-
appointed at the small inerease provided for
this department. We have been assured from
time to time that consideration was being
given to the many aspects of the Fisherics
Department and no doubt it is the depart-
ment’s desire to further the interests of this
important industry. I feel that the addi-
tional money which could have been voted
to this department eould very well be car-
marked for the appointment of additional
inspectors, I touched briefly on this import-
ant point recenily. In my opinion, many of
the offences that are being committed today
against the Fisheries Act are the onteome of
too little vigilanee, and not of the neglect
of either the department or the few in-
spectors employed by it. The main difli-
culty is that we have insuflicient inspeetor=
to police our long coastline and the large
number of estuaries that eome within the
ambit of the department, Therefore, as 1
said, T am disappointed that a greater
amount has not been made available so as
to permit of the appointment of at least four
additional inspectors.

The reference by the member for West
Perth to the taking of immature fish is op-
portune. Undoubtedly, a vast quantity of
immature fish {5 being taken and consumed,
not merely from the local estuary but from
other sources also. Had an estra amount
been made available to poliec the coastline
and the estuaries this eould not have taken
place. I presume the Minister will say that
his inspectors tell him that it is not geing
on; but I assure him that large numbers of
immature fish are being taken cvery day
of the week. Dozens of men outside the con-
trol of the department are selling such fish.
They should be stopped. They are not pro-
fessional men, but merely men who are gain-
ing a few shillings by selling fish “under the
lap.” I have had brouwght under my notive
on numerous oceasions small piecces of
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filleted mullet less than 3%% inches long. It
is impossible to fillet a mullet 5 inches long
and get pieces more than 314 inches, and
therefore it is quite patent that immature
fish are being taken from the river. At the
same time, I think the department has rea-
lised that the setting of & very bigh standard
—111%5 inches—is a mistake. Many fish
slightly smaller could profitably be taken
from the river without causing any great
harm. The taking of immature fish, how-
ever, is waste,

If we had more inspectors policing the
various waters, greater protection would be
given te all marine life, particularly two
types on which I have spoken previously at
some length in this House. I refer to crabs
and prawns, The erab position should be
clarified. The department, throngh the
Minister and the Press, has at various times
commented on the crab position over the
years. The contention has been advanced that

- floods were chiefly responsible for the short
supply of erabg during the 1945-46 season,
and that various other influences in the con-
tinental shelf have contributed fo the supply
of crabs in the river. In my opinion, there
is need for intensive research by the depart-
ment before making statements of this kind.
I assure the Minister that, notwithstanding
the department’s contention thai the great
majority of erabs which we find in the estu-
aries are the product of the continental shelf,
that is not the ease. Twice during last June
I put nets in the river and on each oceasion
caught a number of crahs in the deep water
that were little bigger than spiders,

All the year round it is possible to catch
crabs if nefs are sunk far enough in the
deep channcls, I refer particularly to the
Blackwall Reach area. It is during the peried
when the crabs are supposed to be bred on
the continental shelf area that large quan-
tities of small crabs are spawned in the
river. This goes to show that muech of the
erab life in the river is of a loeal nature and
is bred m the deep waters of the river. It is
time the department framed legislation to
prevent the taking from the river of large
numbers of erabs such as were taken when
they were plentiful, to the detriment of en-
"suing years. There are four main regulations
required if the department is to conserve
the crab life and not allow it fo be depleted
to such an alarming extent as has taken
place in the past. The first of these regula-
tions that I think could be put to effective
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uge would be one governing the period when
the crab season should open. This is a rather
hard point to decide, as in some seasons
crabs begin to come about in the middle of
Qctober,

In 1944-45, during October, there were
myriads of young crabs in the Swan River
and betwcen then and the middle of No-
vembor they were eaught in vast numbers,
The 1944-45 season was one of the best crab
seasons we bhave had for 10 or 15 years. At
that time a number of requests were made,
both in the Press and in this Chamber, that
the department should view the position
seriously. IHad notice been taken of those
requests, much of the reduction in numbers
that has occurred would have been avoided.
I would suggest that possibly the middle of
November to the end of that month should
bo the time for the lifting of protection for
crabs; that is, crabs should be totally
proteeted until some date between the
middle and the end of November. The
seeond requirement ig a regulation govern-
ing the carapace measurement. I do not think
we should set oo low a gize on an over-
all measurement; nor should we set it teo
bigh. I saw in the Press at ome time a
contention that the size should be 30 ins,
but that is ridieculows. I think most mem-
bers will agree that the number of crabs
caught in the Swan River and reaching a
meansurement of 30 ins, is not great. The
majority vary from 16 ins, 1o 23 ins. There
gre odd ones between 23 ins. and 30 ins,
but the number is smaller by far, A -reason-
able carapace measurement would be 17 ins.

A third matter that should reeeive earn-
est consideration is the tota]l prohibition
6f set or sunken nets, particularly during
the spawning season. I think that the com-
plete prohibition of these nets would he
preferable to limiting their prohibition to
the spawning season, because there is no
donbt that the use of this type of net has
been responsible to a large degree for the
reduction of the crab life not only in the
Swan but in other estuaries also. A fourth
requirement is the total prohibifion of the
catching and destruction of female crabs.
If that were done, I think the position in
future would be safeguarded to a certain
extent; although, in spite of the faet that
there is no regulation about the taking of
any type of erab from the river, we fre-
quently find that people interested in eatch-
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ing crabs observe a code of honour under
which female crabs are protected to a great
extent. But during the summer period the
nutnber of males removed from the river
is cxcessive, So although my fourth point
is important, it is perhaps oot as important
as the other three I have mentioned.

1t was contended by the Fisheries De-
partment that the shortage of erabs in the
1943-46 secason was due to floeding, but the
uther day we had a complete reversal of
that particular reason. We are told now
that the crabs are not dependent on the
Swan at all.  Although a question was
asked of the department regarding the ef-
fect of the flood tlis year, no comment was
made on that matter, the deparfment con-
fining its remarks to the statement that the
crab wax an habitue of the area outside and
within the continental shelf., I eontend that
the real reason for the scarcity of crabs
wag the free use of the nets to which T
have referred, particularly the set net in
the suwmmer months, and the unrestricted
use of the drag net in the winter months.
The summer use of the set net has been
very cxtensive and was particularly notice-
able during the 1944-45 season. That was
the good year; and I think it can be proved
that these nets were used right from the
Canning down to the Preston and that they
were used in great numbers. Almost any
night, eight or nine of these nets could have
been picked up at the Narrows during that
vear; and if some notice had been taken
of what was happening at that time, the
present position would not exist.

During that same year thousands of
crabs were taken from the Swan—and this
matter was brought before the department’s
notice on a number of occasions—indis-
criminately taken and used for various pur-
poses; though in many instances they were
just left on the ghore without any use heing
made of them at all. During that period
the use of the sunk net should have been
brought to the notice of the S.P.C.A. Fre-
quently, particularly during the latter ha!f
of the season, those nets were left for days
on end without any attention. I know that
hetween Canning Bridge and Como, on
both sides of the river, a number of thosc
nets were left repeatedly for several days
on end; and when they were hauled in, a
number of crabs were found to be dead and
in some cases semi-putrefied. That is de-
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struction that should not be allowed to
oceur; and, irrespeetive of whether or not
the regulations I have suggested are
promulgated, the appeintment of additional
inspectors would obviate a good deal of
such waste.

T spoke of drag nets, T econsider that
they are the greatest curse the Fisheries De-
partment has allowed in the river, They
have the effect not only of destroying most
of the spawn, but also of harming many of
the small fish and ¢rabs and disturbing to
a great degree the fish food that abounds
on the bottomn of the river. 8o I think
that, apart from the great harm these net-
do to young and immature marine life,
for other reasong I have submitted their
use should be prohibited. I do not know
whether members are aware of the nature
of the net of which I have been speaking.
The drag net has two 40-yard wings and it
hag at the end what is known as a flounder
bag. It also has two hauling lines, one of
100 ft. and the other of 120 ft. Those are
approximate measurements, By the use of
such 2 net, it is possible to reeover even n
knife from the river bed.

In many instanees the poliee have used dray
nete to recover bodies from the river and have
done that after dragging operations over
a number of days had proved ineffective.
As soon as a drag net is used, there is no
doubt of the result. I have mentioned
those things hecause of the far-reaching
effect the drag net has on the marine life
of our various waters. I want again to
emphasise that it is not the river floods
that have done the damage in the river,
but the flood of nets—sunk, seine and drag.
If we are going to conserve any of the
marine life of the river, the department
must make definite regulations to govern
the use of these nets, and more seriocus
consideration should be given lo the sug-
gestions I have made.

I said earlier that I desired to mention
the matter of prawns, For the bene-
fit of members I propose to make a few
references in that connection, A similar
set of eircumstances to that affecting the
crabs surrounds the depletion of the
prawns. It i3 15 or 16 years since we had
any abundanee of prawns. Many members
present have had, over the years, much
pleasure in taking large quantities of
prawns from the river each season, and
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some hundreds of other people have done
the same thing. But they took only sufli-
cient quantities for their own vse and did
not interfere with the spawning of the
prawns when propagation was taking place.
But one bright, observant fisherman
realised, 15 or 16 yesars ago, the habit of
the prawn. He discovered that during the
spawning period the prawns were in ahund-
ance in certain muddy patches of the
river, and sometimes these patches were
quite extensive. The prawns, to the aver-
age person, were out of season, but this
man was permiited to drag a flounder net
with a prawning bag without interference
from the Fisheries Departmeni. He, of
course became the forerunner of others
and so, within two years of his discovering
the habit of the prawns when spawning, the
river was practically depleted.

If the Minister consunlts his records he
will find that what I say is correct. Since
that time the quantity of prawns taken
from the Swan River has been practically
negligible. A person might drag all night
and get only a quart potful, It is high
time that the depariment went into the
matter of the use of these nets and totally
prohibited them, because there ave still a
few prawns left in the deep water; they
rarely come on o the banks now. There
is only one way to get prawns into the
river again, and that is by bringing spawn
from other places where prawns siill
abound in large quantities. Tf that were
done, and the fype of net that I have re-
ferred to were totelly prohibited, great
strides could be made by the depariment
in this matter. I hope the Minister will
endeavour to make some of his officials
see a little more eommonsense in eonserv-
ing these two wonderful assets for the
people of the State.

MR. HILL (Albany) [4.55]: The Min-
ister in charge of these Estimates controls
the Harboor and Light Department and
also the Bunbury Harbour Board, and this
is the only Vote on which we can discuss
our port administration or, perhaps I
should say, lack of administration. I very
mueh doubt if there is any problem so little
understood as that of the ports. Recently
thera has been laid on the Table of the
House the report of the honorary Royal
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Commission on outports, of which I was a
member, I say without hesitation that the
most important recommendation of that
commission is the one for the formation of
a State harbours board, The port of Lon-
dou, 40 years ago, was a down grade port.
It consisted of a conglomeration of docks
owned by various shipping, dock and rail-
way compunies, and there was no co-ordi-
nated poliey of development, administra-
tion or eontrol. The British Government
took a hand and bought out the various
companies with the result that in April,
1909, the Port of London Authority teok
control of the whole of the docks on the
River Thames. Since then the port of Lon-
don has becn continually on the up grade
and the administration of the port is an
object lesson ty the world. I have here a
copy of the address delivered by Sir David
J. Owen, president of the Port of London
Authority, when he was appointed presi-
dent of the Institute of Transport of Great
Britain, He dealt there with the problem
of port costs. 1 am obviously not going to
read all of his address, but I would like to
quote two or three extracts. The first is—

_The significance of a port from the point of
view of trunsport lies simply in the fact that
it is the janetion Letween sen and land—in
other words, a point nt whwh one form of
transport is changed for another, On sea we
have virtnally only one means of transpert—
the ship; on land the continuance of the chain
of transport may be by railway, road, or in-
land waterway. Thus ports, while obviously of
vital interest to the ghipping industry, are not
matters of unimportance to railway companies,
road-haulers and canal proprietors,

He then went on to say—

A porl, not being in itself a means of con-
veyance or transport but only a facility or ae-
commodation for the actual instruments of
transport, must—in order to serve its purpose
cffectively--adapt itself to changing conditions
in the means of transport. If it does not, then
its trade may leave it for more suitable places,
or, if this is not possible, the result will be a
handicapping of trade by increased coets and
delays. 1 use the phraase ‘‘if this is not pos.
sible’’ advisedly because the port as a link in
the chain of tranaport i3 an enormously costly
one to provide and new ports cannot spring up
elsewhere easily or quickly,

Towards the end of his address he said—

One esscntial point ig that we should look at
the problem of transport as a whole. The word
figo-ordination’’ is very much overworked
nowadays, so I use the term ‘‘eo-operation.”’
The present is a time when it is more necessary
than ever tn have the closest measure of co-
operation in all public utility services.
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His concluding remarks are—

I visualise, however, a day not far distant
when the legitimate funclion of each of the
various methods of transport will be defined
elearly and regulated in the best interests of
the nationa] needs and, in the pieture that will
ithen be on view, docks und harbours will be
seen in their proper perspective acting as effi-
cient Jinks between sea transport on the one
side and the various forms of land transport
on the other.

If we arc to have our railways and other
means of transport acting in the most cco-
nomical and effective manner for the State,
what I have just read must be our objective,
When we look around Australia we find that
in Queensland there are various harbour
boards for the different ports. In 1939 a
Royal Commission, dealing with transpor{
in Queensland, recommended the formation
of a State Harbours Board with honorary
advisory boards at different ports. About
1938 all ports in New South Wales were put
under the control of the Maritime Services
Board. That State has a very difficult port
problem, Sydney has a wonderful harbour,
but it is a costly port to develop. Newcastle
and Port Xembla, the two coal ports, have
their loeal advisory boards, but the outports
of New South Wales present difficuit and
costly problems, New Sonth Wales has Syd-
ney, two coal ports, and about 30 smaller
ports. The problem there is a difficult one.
In Victoria, there are the Melbourne Har-
bour Trust and the Geelong Harbour Trust,
while the other ports come under the con-
trol of the Public Works Department.

In South Australia, there is the State
Harbours Board, and our proposal is
modelled on similar lines, except that we
propose local advisory boards at the varions
ports. Before the war, the State Harbours
Board in South Australia had paid over
£1,100,000 into Consolidated Revenue, In
this State today we have the Harbour and
Light Department, under the control of the
Minister for the North-West, the Bunbury
Harbour Board, also under that Minister,
the Fremantle Harbour Trust, under the
Chief Secretary, and the jetties at Albany,
Eaperance, Busselton and Port Hedland, to-
gether with the wharves at Geraldton, under
the Minister for Railways, Bulk-handling
facilities come under the Minister for Lands,
and cool-store facilities under the Minister
for Apgriculture. When any district wants
anything spent on its port, it has to go eap-
in-hand to the Minister for Works, who is
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the Minister in charge of harbours and
rivers, and the port that can pull the most
political strings gets money spent on it.
Under those conditions, co-ordination and
efficiency are absolutely impossible.

Our proposal is for a permanent board
of three experts, whose job it wil] be to econ-
trol and administer the whole of the ports of
Western Australia, assisted by the local ad-
visory boards, Every port that we visited
hag a different problem, and to get the ut-
most effliciency T am confident that our State
harbours board, when appointed, will bene-
fit from the assistance and adviee of men
with loeal knowledge and experience. An-
other matter that might give some people
thought is the rccommendation to give the
State harbours board financial autonomy.
From the figures I have before me, I am
convinced that, provided that when the
board takes over its eapital values are fixed
at a reasonable figure, it will have no trouble
in making ends mect and showing a sub-
stantial profit; but it is when we look to the
future that we see the greatest gain, be-
cause g properly instituted harbours board
would not tolerate uneconomical harbour
works, At present, those using the Fre-
mantle Harbour complain because it is used
as a taxing machine,

The function of a port or any other Gov-
ernment facility should not be that of a tax-
ing machine. Its purpose should be te pro-
vide the State with the activities that are
necessary if we are to progress, The Sgures
provided in the Estimates under the head-
ing of Harbours and Rivers show the Fre-
mantle Harbour with a surplus of £142178.
In spite of that large surplus, the total shows
a deficit of £60,114, The Fremantle “other”
shows a deficit of £13,850. The Bunbury
Harbour Board shows a deficit of £29,270,
and the Bunbury “other” £3,075. Gerald-
ton shows a deficit of £34,271, Albany
£8,693, Esperance £762, Busselton £977,
North-West ports £44,233, Swan River
£27,998, dredges, steamers and plant
£19,019, and other jefties and works
£19,642. I will now deal with the loan lia-
bility of one or two different coneerns, tak-
ing only those that come under the Harbour
and Light Department.

The Railway Department controls the
wharves and )eities, and they are included
under the railway figures.  Geraldton is
shown with a loan liability of £709,000 odd.
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It would be interesting to find ont how much
of that is due to the old jetty that was
serapped as useless many years ago. The
Swan River loan liability is £442,000, with
a deficiency of £27,993. I am not opposed
to the reelamation on the Swan River, which
no doubt increases the beauty of this finc
city, but I think it iz unreasonable to ex-
pect the trade of Fremantle to pay for the
beautification of the City of Perth, and
that i1s what it is doing. The figures charger
for Albany hurbour show £153,000 for the
harbony and rivers, and £119,000 for jetties
and so on under the control of the Railway
Department, which brings the total loan
liability to £273,000.

I have a list of the expenditure on the
port of Albany since 1839, DBetween that
date and 1871, £6,898 was spent out of
revenue on the Albany jetty road, yet today
that is charged against the barbour, which
is expeeted to pay interest and sinking fund
on it. Another item is the Kalgan River
work shown at £2,000 odd. The member for
Guildford-Midland remembers that work. Tt
shonld be charged to the inefficicney and
bungling of the Public Works Department,
and not to Albany harbour. I was presi-
dent of the Progress Association when that
work was done, and the Public Works
Department engineers would not be gnided
by me or other men with local knowledge
and experience. That money was wasted,
yet it is still charged to the Albany har-
bour, The Emu Point jetty was built, but
one day there was a landslio and the jetty
was left out to sea. It has since been re-
moved, but is still being charged up.

I beve quoted those figures to show that
our recommendation that the State harbours
hoard should be given financial autonomy is
sound, and I am sure members will agyee that
the State harbonrs hoard should take over its
assets at a reasonable figure. The Melbourne
Harbour Trust has financial antonomy. One-
fifth of its gross revenue is paid into Con-
solidated Revenue and some of that contri-
bution goes to assist the Geelong Harbour
Trust, which shows a loss., Of the balance of
what is taken into Consolidated Revenme,
some is nsed to make pood the losses on the
ontports of Victoria. As experience has
<hown, Fremanile is a good investment for
the Government, in spite of the fact that in
the past there has not been sufficient pro-
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vision made for a sinking fund and the wip-
ing out of the debt. Up to date, the amount
paid by the Fremantle Harbowr Trust to
Consolidated Revenne would more than wipe
out the whole of the expenditure on the Fre-
mantle Harbour, In the financial year 1938-
39 Albany almost paid the interest and sink-
ing fund charges on its inilated loan lia-
bility, in spite of the fact that fruit and
wheat handled through that port did not
pay any wharfage dues. The Esperatice
jetty is another very good investment for
the Government.

1f these three ports—TFremantle, Albany
and lispersnec—handled the trade that
should pnss through them, they would prove
very cffective earning activities for a State
barbour board. The ports of Bunbury ani
Geraldton will never be able to make ends
meet, Ports that are favourably situated
must be prepared to help those not &o
blessed by nature. The problem in relation
to the North-West is entirely different. T am
confident that if we had a State harpours
board empowered to manage the whole of
the ports throughout Western Australia, it
would not only make ends meet but would
enable the ports themselves to play a much
greater part in the economy of the State than
they have hitherto. I would like to men.
tion an incident that occurred in the early
part of last year when the railways were
experiencing dilficulty in handling commodi-
ties.

Major D). J. Howse, Director of Rail
Transport for the Commonwealth, paid a
visit to Western Australia and while here
discussed various problems with the Leader
of the Opposition, the member for Pingelly
and myself in the Leader of the Qpposition’s
room at Parliament Hounse. During the
course of the diseussion he said, “You must
insist that the ports are properly equipped.
We want the ports equipped so that when
the trains go to ports they ean unload
quickly and get hack on the job of hanling
stuff to ports again.” He told us that they
should take four or five days instead of
six or seven days to do the round trip. T
chipped in at that stage and said, “They
take 11 days in this State” That is the
position. It should be borme in mind that
there is just as much difference bhetween
the ship of today and that of 30 vears ago
as there is between a motorear and the old
spring eart.
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A ship was launched in England two days
ago and the account of the procecdings was
published in this morning’s issue of “The
West Australian.” One gentleman present at
the ceremony pointed out that the cost of the
vessel that had just taken the water wus
ten times that of the craft in which he had
gone to Australia. Vessels of such a type
not only represent the expenditure of a
large sum of money but also a huge value
in respeet of the cargoes they transport to
and from our shores, It is ahsolutely es-
sential that we have ports properly equipped
to handle goods in and out of the ships.
Western Australia is paying a terrifie price
today becanse of the fact that it has never
had the benefit of efficient port administra-
tion. T hope the Government will lose no
time in giving effeet to the recommendations
that the Royal Commission on Outports
submitted.

I desire to pay a tribute to the manager of
the Harbour and Light Department, Mr. K.
@G. Forsyth. I knew that gentleman as a boy
and I was most disappointed that I was in
hospita] and did not have an opportunity to
heayr his evidence. I read it, and his evidence
convinced me that Mr. Forsyth has made a
very careful study of his job. His evidence
was very sound and very helpful to the com-
mission, When we have men like Mr. For-
syth and others of like capacity, we should
exiend to them every encouragement and
opportunity to learn everything they can
through going abroad and otherwise so that
they can be of even still greater serviee to
Western Australia in their respective posi-
tions. We want not only men of experience
but men possessed of local knowledge,
and when we have the advantage of officers
like Mr. Forsyth and others T have in mind,
we should not hestitate to send them over-
sen in order to broaden their minds in every
possible way. I can assure members of the
Committee that the port problem is one of
very great interest and importance to West-
ern Australia.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A. A. M, Coverley—Kimber-
ley—in reply) [5.15]: I desire briefly to
reply to the remarks of members who have
discussed the Estimates. TFirst of all, T
shall deal with the comments of the member
for Mt, Marshall, who, in my opinion, made
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# very ill-considered econtribution to the
debate.

The Premier: He would.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: In comparing our native problem
with that relating to natives the world over,
he, in my opinion, was very wide of the
mark in his references to the Australian
native, I disogree with his remarks eon-
cerning the new settlement to be established
in the Keilerberrin distriet. The member
for Mt. Marshall gertainly gave a lot of ad-
viee that must have interested the member
representing that particular section of the
State, and his words will be of interest to
thoze residing there. However, I will leave
his statements for the member concerned to
deal with, The idea of starting a new set-
tlement in the Kellerberrin district arose
for the very obvious reason that we have
learnt through mistakes. The Moore River
settlement was selected many years ago by
those in authority at the time. I assume
they did not anticipate that the native
problem would increase to such an extent
and beeome such a drag upon the State as
it is today. They apparently thought it
was just a matter of shifting the natives to
some isolated spot and that wounld appease
the objections of the public at the time. As
I said during my earlier remarks, they
selected the worst seetion of country that
could have been chosen in Western Austra-
lia.

The native problem has grown and it has
beeome a greater burden upon the taxpayers
of the State, who are quite unable to deal
with it no matter how willing they
may be or what good advice may be tendered
to them. The department’s objective at
Moore River was to make the settlement self-
supporting and in that direction and else-
where the State spent hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds in an endesvour to eduesate
the native children and {o ensure that when
they left school they would have an oppor-
tunity to seevre the manual and farming
experience and practice necessary if they
were to carry on successfully in after life.
Now when the Government suggests secur-
ing & property where that objective can be
furihered and the project made self-sup-
porting, with the result that the taxpayers’
money will be saved and the natives can de-
velop so as to become useful citizens, Min-
isters are told by the member for Mt. Mar-
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shall that it is all a mistake and that we
should segregate these people,

I entirely disagree with the segregation
policy. So far as I am concerned person-
ally, and I hope I ean speak on behalf of
the Government, no time will be wasted on
such a policy affecting any particular see-
tion of the community in Western Australia.
The member for Mt. Marshall also sug-
gested that we should deal with the natives
as a separate race, which would enable
them to take pride in themselves. That
might have been all right if that policy
had been adopted 50 years ago. As it is,
there is only a small pereentage of the race
left and those that remain are absolutely
tribal in their outlook and practise tribal
laws. The hon. member, if he endeavoured
to give effeet to what he suggests, would
find himself in a very awkward situation,
unless he were to agree that the State
should annihilate all the coloured people
such as the half-castes, quarter-castes,
octoroons and so forth, thereby enabling
us to start afresh to develop the separate
race to which he has referred.

I am very much afraid that the hon.
member in his contribution to the debate
was not in any way helpful. He also in-
formed members that the native children
and the white children did not mix, and
asserted that they would never mix. I en-
tirely disagree with him. As a matter of
fact, they do mix and many play together
at sehool just as though there was no dif-
ference in their colour at all. He also
stated that this arose from the children’s
volition and that the parents had no in-
fluenee in the matter. In my opinion the
whole trouble is created and the objection
to half-castes attending the State schools
has been raised by the parents and not hy
the children. The reason for the parents’
objecting is quite obvioms; the children
mix and play with the half-castes at school
and the parents are fearful of what may
happen in after life.

Information was sought by the member
for West Perth about a proposed visit to
the State hy Professor Elkin, That pro-
posal has nothing to do with the Govern-
ment. I as Minister was approached by
representatives of a religious organisation
to know what my repercussions would be
to their bringing Professor Flkin and the
Reverend Love to Western Aunstralia to
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conduct an inquiry into the native position
as the church anthorities were handling a
buge sum of money which was intended to
be spent particularly on half-castes and
natives. My reply was that I had no ob-
jection whatever. If the organisation de-
sited to import any authority to advise
how and where the money should be spent,
it was a matter for the organisation and
the Government would have no objeetion.

Mr. McDonald: Was not there some dif-
fienlty about getting permits to go on the
native reserves?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: The law provides that no person
may enter a native reserve except with the
authority of the Minister, but a request
for permits was not made. I was asked
what attitude the Government would adopt,
and replied that it would not interfere in
any way. The first proposition was that
the organisation had so much money, wish-
ed to start off on right lines and desired
Professor Elkin and the Reverend Love to
lay the foundations of a scheme. T have
the preatest respect for the Keverend Love
and for his judgment and knowledge of
natives, and congratulated the organisa-
tion on its choice of that gentleman. Later
I was informed that the Reverend Love
would not be able to come, as he was too
busv on the mission he was superintending
in South Australia. The committee then
asked what financial assistance I would be
prepared to give. I replied, ‘‘This is no
concern of the Government’s and we wounld
not he prepared to give any financial as-
sistance.’” I was asked what other assist-
ance T could give, and I offered permission
to travel anywhere and find out what was
desived and supply maps and particulars
of numbers and the wherecabonts of the
majority of the natives. T offered acecess
to the office files and to any information
we hnd.

T was also asked what assistance could be
given in the way of transport and I bad to
reply that we possessed no transport. The
only transport we have is a truck runnping
from the Moore River settlement to the sid-
ing. So we could not assist in that direction.
Further representations were made that,
though the Rev. Love could not come, Pro-
fessor Elkin was prepared to do so and
would want two assistants, My reply was
that, if he submitted the names of the as-
sistants, we would consider whether ther
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would he granted permission to visit the
native institutions and settlements. This, for
obvious reasons, @3 & very hecessary precai.
fion, Apari from a letter from Professor
Elkin asking certain questions, which T
answered, I lhive received no further in-
formation. I do not know why the proposi-
tion fell through, It was not one in which
the Government was interested. It was purely
one put forward by a religious organisation—
the Ausiralinn Natives Missionary Counecil, I
think, though I am not certain of the name.
The Government did not prevert the pro-
posal from being given effect to, except that
it would not assist financially, To my know-
ledge that is the only reason why the in-
quiry was not proceceded with. The depart-
ment is fully aware of all the suggestions
ikat have been put forward by Professor
Elkin. e issued a pamphlet setting them
aut, and officials of the Native Affairs De-
partment and Health Department have per-
used them and know exactly what he has in
wind, .
- The member for West Perth asked what
had hzppened regarding the motion passed
by this House requesting financial assistanee
from the Commonwealth in the interests of
the natives. The Commonwealth said it could
not at’ that moment find the £50,000 re-
quired. Further representations were made,
and the latest information is that a confer-
ence of officials of Native Affairs Depart-
ments would be called early in the new year.
8o far we have not received any intimation
as to when the conference will be held.
The hon. member spoke of what Vietoria
13 doing in the matter of trout hatcheries.
The ohject of the department in assisting
the troot hatecheries in Western Australia is
to get trout distributed throughout the State
so that permanent waters or dams, particn-
larly in the wheatbelt where fish is so searce,
may be stocked to augment the food supply
of the people. There is nothing new about
the Viectorian idea. The department had the
same objects in view when it originally as-
sisted the trout hatcheries in this State, I
think it was the big possibilities presented
by the scheme that influenced the Govern-
ment in providing some hundreds of pounds
to enable the Pemberton Acclimatisation
Society to inerease the breeding of trout
so that the fry could be distributed through-
out tho State.

The general vote for the North-West of
£200 was also queried by the member for
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West Perth, This means exactly what is
stated in the Estimates, It is provided for
the travelling expenses of the Minister, and
the hon. member may be wise in keeping a
tab on what the Minister spends. The amonnt
absorbed for travelling expenses is quite
light as the sum on the Estimates includes
items for postages and telegrams for the de-
partment,

Mr. McDonald: I think it is very modest.
You could learn something from Canberra
about expenses.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: It is a vote for emergency ex-
penses.  Anything may happen. TFor in-
stence, it may be necessary to send fruit
and vegetables urgently to the North-West
and this Vote could be used for that pur-
pose. The Vote may be overdrawn, if re-
quired, like other Estimates.  The hon.
member also said there were some publie-
spirited people who had made all sorts of
suggestions to the Government and he in-
quired what was being done with respect to
them. Personally I, as member for Kim-
berley, submit matters to the loeal govern-
ing body. I am more interested in what it
advises the Government that T am in the
adviee of progress associations or bodies
of people. The road board is a semi-Gov-
ernmental institution and has power to de
many things. I think it is doing a very good
job. I know that a conference was held
which made all sorts of suggestions to the
Government; but I also know that the Gov-
ernment appointed a committee of inquiry
long hefore the private conference took
place. A report was made to the Govern-
ment by the committee just hefore the eon-
ference was held at Whim Creek.

We have carried out a number of the re-
commendations of the committee; but the
Commonwealth is concerned in many of its
recommendations, and all we have been able
to do in that regard is to make representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government. A
few of the minor recommendations made by
the committee appointed by the Government
were also made by the private conference
and these have been accepted and put into
operation; such as the purchase of stations
in the North-West for experimental pur-
poses, freight reduction on State vessels, n
road programme—this has been put into
operation by the Main Roads Board—and
refrigeration, which has been installed, or
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is in process of being installed, in many of
the North-West towns, In addition, a new
vessel has been ordered for the North-West,
I think those ave zll the points on which the
member for West Perth asked for informa-
tion. The progress in road development hos
been slow for the reason that we are unable
to procure the necessary plant required for
the big road work to be done throughout the
North-West. The Main Roads Department
is hoping very shortly to be able to procure
the necessary machinery gt some Common-
wealth disposal sales which are taking place
outside Australin. The Government has sent
a representative to attend those sales and hbe
will wateh the interests of the Government,
as well as the interests of road boards, and
we are hoping that mueh good will resulr
from his efforts.

Another item mentioned by the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie was erabbing in the
Swan River. This item is a hardy annual.
Mueh has been said about it by the publie,
who natorally ave interested in the erabbing
that takes place, However, the depart-
mental advisers are not interested in the
protection of ecrabs and have given their
reasons on more than one occasion. I realise,
of course, that many people not only derive
pleasure from erabbing, but alse obtain a
good food supply. When introdueing my
Estimates, I said that the C.S.1.R. had re-
cently been taking greater interest in the
fishing industry in this State. We have had
two vessels built at Fremantle and I think
that recently two additional officers of the
C.8.LR. have arrived, making four in all in
this State. I must accept their adviee on
these matters. Some of the things that have
been mentioned will be given striet attention,
and I think the hon. member may leave them
until this time next year in order to see what
progress has been made in the meantime. I
cannof give him any further information on
those points.

The member for Albany asked for much
information which I cannot supply. My de-
partment controls the Navigation Act, the
Boat Licensing Aet and pilotege, The hon,
member was quite entitled to discuss those
subjects on these Estimates. A (overnment
ecommittes was appoinied to go into the mal-
ters and I cannot inform him exactly what
it has recommended. I have not had time to
study the committee’s report, nor has the
Government studied it; but I shall be able
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to give him more information this time next
vear after the Government and I have given
cousideration to the report,

Vote put nnd passed,

Votes—Harbour and 'Light and Jetties,
£41,180; Fisheries, £10,136; North-West
Generally, £200; Forests, £101,830—agreed
Lo.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gaseoyne) : T move—

That the House at its rising andjourn tili 2
p.m. on Tunesday, 19th November.

House adjourned at 5,58 p.m.

Tienislative @ouneil.

Tuesday, 19th November, 1046.

Paog
Quaﬁlons Water supplies, as to shortage ot Norse- 1991
Dayl Ight. Bavl; , B8 to Introduction during rnl]wuy
atrike .ng 1962
Motion : Urgency, Government, ncqulsltion “of prop—
ertles and provislon for Pesidents, w‘.thdmwn 1092
Bills: Land Act Amendment, 1g. ... - 1099
Country Arcas Water Suppl\- in 1899
Comprehensive Agricultural Areas and Goldﬂe]rln
Water Supply, tnr. . 1099
Vermin Act Amendment, 18 30 recom. ... 1009
State Honzing, Com. ... 1409
Electornl Act Amendment {¥o. 2), 2r. ... 2008
Western Australlan Trot.t.lng Aa.m»lation. Com 2007
Adjournment, special ... . 2011

" The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTIONS.
WATER SUPPLIES.
As to Shortage at Norseman.
Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS asked the Chief

Secretary:

1, Has the Minister noticed the publica-
tion in the “Kalgoorlie Miner” of the 11th
November, regarding the acute shortage of
water supplies at Norseman?

2, If so, what action is proposed to be
taken?



